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BQ 153 - No. 31/2010

Compendium on suffering, persecution and
martyrdom

Results of Bad Urach Consultation published

(Cape Town, South Africa / Bonn, Germany, 10.12.2010) During the Third Lausanne
Congress on World Evangelization held in Cape Town,17-24 October 2010, the
International Institute for Religious Freedom (IIRF) presented the book “Suffering,
persecution and martyrdom — Theological reflections” to the participants.

The editors, Dr Christof Sauer (Cape Town, South Africa), Co-Director of the
International Institute for Religious Freedom of the World Evangelical Alliance and Dr
Richard Howell (New Delhi, India), General Secretary of the Asia Evangelical Alliance
stated: “There is an urgent need for a deeper evangelical understanding of the

theology of the cross with regard to suffering,

persecution and martyrdom for Christ and its

relevance for the global church in mission.” #'
. 5 ffering, PerTec

In a foreword Prof. Dr Thomas Schirrmacher (Bonn, a d Mortyodo

Germany), Director of the IIRF and Godfrey -

Yogarajah (Colombo, Sri Lanka), Executive Director ki e s e

of the Religious Liberty Commission of the World T
Evangelical Alliance, voiced the opinion that many gt g
leaders and theologians living under persecution
have developed a sound biblical and theological 1
evaluation of suffering and its consequences for
believers, churches and the world at large. They
appeal: “It is time that international theology and
especially Western theology starts taking this
contribution seriously as a major part of a

contemporary approach to our world and of
systematic and historical theology.”

ChnstotisaucconaRihard Hawell(editors)

it eligficus Freseom Searss

Suffering, persecution and martyrdom emanates from a consultation convened by the
editors in Bad Urach, Germany, September 16-18, 2009. The consultation was

organized by the International Institute for Religious Freedom, sponsored by the World

Evangelical Alliance Religious Liberty Commission, together with the Theological

Commission and Mission Commission, and the Lausanne Theology Working Group in

preparation towards the Third Lausanne Congress on World Evangelization, Cape
Town 2010.

In addition to the full text of the extensive Bad Urach Statement “Towards an
evangelical theology of suffering, persecution and martyrdom for the global church in

Bonner Querschnitte Bonn Profiles — Press Reports

Text & Technology:

Titus Vogt (ViSdP)

Vorderer Kamp 52a, D-25479 Ellerau
Phone: +49/4106 /80 48 06

Fax: +49 /4106 / 80 48 07

E-Mail: Titus.Vogt@bucer.de

A joint platform for the
following Bonn organi-
zations on the basis of the
Evangelical Alliance:

Institute for Prolife and Family
Studies
www.bucer.de/ilfw

Institute for Emergency
Counseling, Terminal Care
and Grief Counseling
www.bucer.def/ist

Commission for Religious
Freedom of the German and
the Austrian Evangelical
Alliance

www.ead.de/akref

International Institute for
Religious Freedom of the
World Evangelical Alliance
www.iirf.eu

International Institute for
Islamic Studies of the World
Evangelical Alliance
www.islaminstitute.net

Theological Commission of
“Hope for Europe” (European
Evangelical Alliance)
www.hfe.org

Martin Bucer Seminary
www.bucer.de

Pro Mundis e. V.
www.bucer.de/ilfw

Giving Hands —
International Charity
www.gebendehaende.de

Culture and Science Publ.
www.vkwonline.de

page 1/3



Bonner Querschnitte
Bonn Profiles — Press Reports

mission” and the short Bad Urach Call, the compendium includes papers from twelve
contributors covering a wide perspective on the theology of suffering.

Isaiah Majok Dau from Sudan addresses how to face human suffering from a biblical
and theological perspective.

Rolf Hille from Germany contributes a biblical-theological response to the problem of
theodicy in the context of modern criticism of religion.

Charles L Tieszen from the United States attempts a comprehensive definition of
persecution from a theological perspective which is communicable with a sociological
perspective.

Margaretha N Adiwardana from Brazil, a Chinese-Indonesian who left her country of
birth due to harassment, examines the biblical teaching on perseverance. She
maintains that from an eschatological perspective, suffering leads to blessing for those
who endure it.

Josef Ton from Romania, retired in the United States, describes suffering and
martyrdom as a defining and essential Christian characteristic, with the major example
being Christ’'s death on the cross.

Young Kee Lee, a South Korean now living in the United States tries to trace God’s
mission in suffering and martyrdom. He postulates that there is a kind of suffering that
is instrumental in advancing God’s kingdom.

Thomas J Wespetal, a theological lecturer in Ukraine, from the United States deals
with how God’s plan is furthered through the martyrdom event and attempts to
highlight the value of dying for the Christian faith.

Christof Sauer, a German living in South Africa, analyzes the work of the influential
German mission leader Karl Hartenstein (1894-1952) who has developed a “theology
of mission under the cross”. He maintains that suffering and martyrdom characterize
the mission of the church which takes place in the interim between Christ’s ascension
and second coming.

Thomas Schirrmacher from Germany addresses a variety of theological and ethical
issues. One of his emphases is on the sustaining role of the Holy Spirit in suffering
and martyrdom.

Peter Beyerhaus, also from Germany, was given the task to focus on an
eschatological perspective, concerning the church of Christ in the shadow of the
approaching Antichrist. According to his opinion present day persecution can be
regarded as a foreshadowing of the apocalyptic escalation of persecution.

Reg Reimer from Canada and with lifelong experience in advocacy in South-East
Asia, shares his insights on persecution, advocacy and mission at the beginning of the

21st century.

Richard Howell from India, dealing with the recent killings of Christians in Orissa,
maintains that forgiveness and reconciliation are proper Christian responses to
suffering and martyrdom.
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The book appears in the Religious Freedom Series, produced by the International
Institute for Religious Freedom (Bonn — Cape Town — Colombo). It is dedicated to the
scholarly discourse on the issue of religious freedom in general and the persecution of
Christians in particular. It is an interdisciplinary, international, scholarly series. It is
published by AcadSA Publishing, Kempton Park, Johannesburg, South Africa and
Verlag fur Kultur und Wissenschaft (Dr Thomas Schirrmacher), Bonn, Germany.

The book is also available freely online at www.iirf.eu.

Contact:

e info@acadsa.co.za

e info@vkwonline.de

Downloads:
o Suffering, persecution, martyrdom (pdf)
e Cover (jpg)

e Picture 1: Christof Sauer in conversation with congress participants

Related press releases:

e BQ 147 — No. 25/2010 (eng) International theological declaration on theology
of martyrdom released

e BQ 118 — No. 34/2009 (eng) International theological declaration on
persecution of Christians in the process of being drafted

Order:

You can order this book at the online book dealer CobbleCrab:
http://cobblecrab.co.za/book-store?page=shop.product details&flypage=flypage.
tpl&product id=51&category id=10&vmcchk=1

Released for free complete or partial reproduction

DOWNLOADS OF GRAPHICS AND OF COMMUNICATION
http://www.bucer.org/bg.html

SUBSCRIBING OR UNSUBSCRIBING BONN PROFILES

If you want to begin receiving or no longer wish to receive the Bonn Profiles, please
send us an e-mail.

Bonner Querschnitte Bonn Profiles — Press Reports

Text & Technology:

Titus Vogt (ViSdP)

Vorderer Kamp 52a, D-25479 Ellerau
Phone: +49 /4106 / 80 48 06

Fax: +49 /4106 / 80 48 07

E-Mail: Titus.Vogt@bucer.de

A joint platform for the
following Bonn organi-
zations on the basis of the
Evangelical Alliance:

Institute for Prolife and Family
Studies
www.bucer.de/ilfw

Institute for Emergency
Counseling, Terminal Care
and Grief Counseling
www.bucer.def/ist

Commission for Religious
Freedom of the German and
the Austrian Evangelical
Alliance

www.ead.de/akref

International Institute for
Religious Freedom of the
World Evangelical Alliance
www.iirf.eu

nternational Institute for
Islamic Studies of the World
Evangelical Alliance
www.islaminstitute.net

Theological Commission of
“Hope for Europe” (European
Evangelical Alliance)
www.hfe.org

Martin Bucer Seminary
www.bucer.de

Pro Mundis e. V.
www.bucer.de/ilfw

Giving Hands —
International Charity
www.gebendehaende.de

Culture and Science Publ.
www.vkwonline.de

Seite 3/3


http://www.iirf.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/PDFs/Sauer-Howell-Suffering__persecution_and_martyrdom.pdf
mailto:info@acadsa.co.za;
mailto:info@vkwonline.de
http://cobblecrab.co.za/book-store?page=shop.product_details&flypage=flypage.%0Btpl&product_id=51&category_id=10&vmcchk=1
http://cobblecrab.co.za/book-store?page=shop.product_details&flypage=flypage.%0Btpl&product_id=51&category_id=10&vmcchk=1
http://www.bucer.org/bq.html


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


