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BQ 161 – No. 07/2011 

The World Evangelical Alliance condemns 
the Murder of UN Workers 

But not before Jones had dragged Jesus’ name through 
the mud 
(Bonn, 01.04.2011) The World Evangelical Alliance (WEA) has condemned in the 
strongest possible terms both the burning of the Koran by a miniscule splinter group in 

the USA as well as the murder of UN workers in 
Afghanistan. As the General Secretary of the WEA, 
the Canadian Geoff Tunnicliffe communicated in a 
statement, a detestable act which has nothing to 
do with the Christian faith could never be used to 
justify an even more detestable act. Tunnicliffe 
expressed his deepest condolences to the family 
members of the UN workers and called upon 
Muslim leaders around the world to calm those 
prepared to commit acts of violence and to make it 
clear that the burning of the Koran had been 
condemned by all Christian churches. 
The Chairman of the Theological Commission of 
the World Evangelical Alliance, Thomas 
Schirrmacher, declared that the burning of the 
Koran is an act that occurred against the clear will 
of Jesus, who prohibited his disciples from using 
the sword against others as well as calling down 
fire from heaven. With their act, the congregation in 
Gainesville, in the presence of Terry Jones, sullied 

the name of Jesus Christ before the entire world. Terry Jones pointed to the fact that 
the WEA had repeatedly expressed massive opposition to the Koran burning and in 
the USA had closed ranks with Muslim leaders on this issue. 
Schirrmacher also pointed out that the WEA had warned Jones and others repeatedly 
that the price for the madness was not to be paid by Jones and others in the safety of 
America but rather by innocent people around the world. Precisely that has now 
happened, as little as the burning of a book could justify the murder of people. 
The fact that in the attack Hindus and non-religious people were murdered shows, 
according to Schirrmacher, that Islamism is not only directed against Christianity, but 
rather that it is a mobilizing agent against all of those who think differently. Peace 

 
Geoff Tunnicliffe 
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loving people of all religions and world views have to corporately direct themselves 
against such a thing. Religious freedom, peace, and justice are indivisible. 
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