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The German television network ZDF will 
commemorate Good Friday by showing a 
documentary on the persecution of 
Christians in the Middle East. 
(Bonn, 28 March, 2013) On Good Friday, 2013, ZDF will use the peak viewing time of 
7.30 pm, 29 March, to present a 45-minute documentary on the persecution of 
Christians in the Middle East, emphasizing the situation in Syria and Egypt. (The 
program will also air at 4.30 the following morning.) The author and director of the 
documentary is Andreas Oster, who has traveled throughout the Middle East with film 
crews. 

The documentary begins with a question which is suitable for Good Friday. Is it 
possible that by means of the crucifixion of Jesus, persecution was prescribed for 
Christianity? The history of the persecution in the Middle East is traced to set the 
stage for discussions with 
refugees, church leaders, and 
experts. These experts included 
Prof. Heiner Bielefeldt, United 
Nations Special Rapporteur for 
Freedom of Religion and Belief; 
Prof. Thomas Söding, New 
Testament scholar; and Thomas 
Schirrmacher, sociologist of 
religion. Schirrmacher, who 
accompanied the film crew to 
some locations, was deeply 
impressed by both the highly 
differentiated specialized 
knowledge and also the sympathy for traumatized refugees shown by the filmmakers: 
“This will be a truly solid documentary, suitable for Good Friday, which sets a high 
standard for television productions.” Schirrmacher consults with the Central Council of 
Oriental Christians in Germany, which helped to arrange many of the interviews for 
the documentary. 

 

 
During shots in Lebanon 
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The following text is translated from the website of ZDF: http://www.zdf.de/ZDF/ 
zdfportal/programdata/3c6207e5-5373-4524-870d-7e7c80b6e84f/20138828 

 

Dangerous Faith—2000 Years of Christian Persecution 
In year 30 of our era, at the place of judgment in Jerusalem, a man was tortured and 
nailed to a cross. This was the most torturous manner of execution for a condemned 
man. The official accusation mentioned instigation of the people and resistance to the 
authority of the state. 

His followers saw in him a prophet, indeed the Messiah and Redeemer who had long 
been awaited by the Jews. They were convinced that he would bring peace and 
salvation into the world. What began with a dozen disciples became, after the death of 
Jesus of Nazareth, a movement that gripped the entire Mediterranean world. Nothing 
was able to stop them. The first three centuries are filled with stories of people who 
willingly went to their deaths because of their faith in Christ. 

According to the chronicles of the time, the cruelty practiced by Roman rulers in 
Christian persecution can hardly be surpassed. Christians were burned alive in the 
circus, sewn into animal skins, thrown to the lions, or, like Jesus, nailed to a cross. 

Today, with 2.2 billion followers, Christianity is the most numerous religion in the 
world. Almost every third citizen of the earth is a Christian. Until a few years ago, at 
least in the western world, Christian persecution was regarded as history from ages 
long past, at best as the background for novels or action movies. But in recent times 
the situation has changed dramatically. Ever more frequently the news reports burning 
churches, along with abused and fleeing refugees, in the Near and Middle East; 
usually the victims are Christians. 

Representatives of the Christian Churches, human rights organizations, and also 
politicians are increasingly using the term “Christian Persecution” and warn about 
increasing “Fundamentalization” and “Radicalization” especially in Islamic states. The 
victims report discrimination and abuse, as well as neglect of the help and protection 
one would normally expect from a government. 

This documentary pursues the question, “What is Christian persecution?” Do the roots 
possibly lie in the readiness of Jesus to die for his convictions, and that he expects 
that same readiness from his followers? Why do people persecute each other for the 
sake of faith? Are there parallels to today’s situation in history? How has Christianity 
itself dealt with violence and with people who think or believe differently in its 2,000-
year history? What happens when politics, the state, and religion are tightly 
connected? 

The ZDF film team visited places in the Middle East where old Christian traditions 
have been anchored for thousands of years and continue as living communities today. 
They wanted to hear from people who have suffered with their own bodies, as well as 
from refugees who have fled from their homes because of fear of the current situation. 

http://www.zdf.de/ZDF/zdfportal/programdata/3c6207e5-5373-4524-870d-7e7c80b6e84f/20138828
http://www.zdf.de/ZDF/zdfportal/programdata/3c6207e5-5373-4524-870d-7e7c80b6e84f/20138828
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For an orientation to both historical and contemporary events, the film team was 
supported by a team of distinguished scholars, including human rights expert Heiner 
Bielefeldt from Erlangen, who has been the UN Special Rapporteur for Freedom of 
Religion and Belief since 2010, sociologist of religion Thomas Schirrmacher from 
Bonn, and biblical exegete Thomas Söding from Bochum. 

 
 

Downloads: 

 Photo: During shots in Lebanon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Released for free complete or partial reproduction 

DOWNLOADS OF GRAPHICS AND OF COMMUNICATION 
http://www.bucer.org/bq.html 

SUBSCRIBING OR UNSUBSCRIBING BONN PROFILES 

If you want to begin receiving or no longer wish to receive the Bonn Profiles, please 
send us an e-mail. 

http://www.bucer.de/fileadmin/dateien/Dokumente/BQs/zu_BQ200-299/zu_BQ251/Bild.JPG
http://www.bucer.org/bq.html

	BQ 251 – No. 15/2013
	The German television network ZDF will commemorate Good Friday by showing a documentary on the persecution of Christians in the Middle East.
	Dangerous Faith—2000 Years of Christian Persecution



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


