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WEA publishes ‘Global Declarations on 
Freedom of Religion or Belief and Human 
Rights’ 
(Bonn, 18.08.2017) The World Evangelical Alliance published a compendium with 19 
global declarations on freedom of religion or belief and human rights in its ‘Global 
Issues Series’. The book is available in bookstores, but there also is a free pdf 
available on the web. 
A reader similar to this was first compiled and printed for distribution at the Tirana 
(Albania) Consultation on Discrimination, Persecution and Martyrdom in November 
2015, which was organized by the Global Christian Forum on behalf of the Vatican, 
the World Council of Churches, the World Evangelical Alliance, the Pentecostal World 
Fellowship and other global and regional Christian bodies. It has been substantially 
expanded by adding more primary sources, including the message of the Tirana 
consultation itself. The sources selected appear in historical order. 

I. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948 

II. Dignitatis Humanae, 1965 

III. The Oslo Declaration on Freedom of Religion or Belief, 1998 

IV. PCJP: Human Rights, 2004 

V. WEA: Resolution on Religious Freedom …, 2008 

VI. The Universal Declaration of Human Dignity, 2008 

VII. WEA: The Bad Urach Call, 2010 

VIII. WEA: Statement on the Defamation of Religions, 2011 

IX. Christian Witness in a Multi-Religious World, 2011 

X. WCC: Religious minorities …, 2011 

XI. The Global Charter of Conscience, 2012 

XII. WCC: Statement on the Politicization of Religion …, 2013 

XIII.The PCID: Declaration on Iraq, 2014 

XIV. Council of Europe: Tackling intolerance …, 2015 

XV. The Message of the Tirana Consultation …, 2015 

XVI. The Marrakesh Declaration, 2016 

XVII.The Havana Declaration, 2016 

XVIII.The Taiwan Declaration, 2016 

XIX. The Marcham Conference on Women and Persecution, 2016 

The editors, Thomas K. Johnson, together with Thomas Schirrmacher and Christof 
Sauer, write in their preface: 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“Our united concern to address the problems of 
discrimination, persecution, and martyrdom facing 
Christians should be organically tied to our proper 
Christian concern for human rights protection on 
the global level, including the right to freedom of 
religion for other faiths. For this reason, we are 
providing a selection of primary sources about 
human rights, persecution, and religious freedom 
which can be used in schools, universities, and 
other educational institutions. Whether you are a 
student or a journalist, a diplomat or a 
representative of your church or other faith 
community, understanding this set of texts will 
equip you to assess and respond to religious 
persecution and the related human rights abuses in 
a morally serious manner. We recommend that 
these primary sources be supplemented by 
philosophical, theological, and sociological studies 
that will provide helpful insight for understanding 
and application.” 
This is the second book of the WEA Global Issues Series that is co-published together 
with the (Catholic) Dignitatis Humanae Institute (DHI) in Rome. The other book is the 
revised second edition of Thomas K. Johnson’s ‘Human Rights: A Christian Primer’. 

Bibliographical information: 
• Thomas K. Johnson, Thomas Schirrmacher, Christof Sauer (ed.). ‘Global 

Declarations on Freedom of Religion or Belief and Human Rights’. 2017. 113 
S. 14.00 €. ISBN 978-3-86269-135-7. 

Downloads and Links: 
• Cover (jpg) 
• ‘Global Declarations Freedom of Religion or Belief and Human Rights’: 

http://iirf.eu/journal-books/global-issues-series/global-declarations-on-
freedom-of-religion-or-belief-and-human-rights/ 

• Download for WEA Global Issues Series, including ‘Human Rights’ and 
‘Global Declarations’: http://global-issues-series.iirf.eu 
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