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BQ 635 – No. 17/2020

The two flagships of evangelical theological
training in Australia
(Bonn, 09.03.2020) As representatives of the Department for Theological Concerns of
the World Evangelical Alliance (WEA), Thomas and Christine Schirrmacher visited the
two most important evangelical theological training centres in Australia, the Anglican
Moore Theological College and the Baptist Morling College, both of which cooperate with
the University of Sydney.

In addition to guest lec-
tures and discussions with
faculty members, the focus
was on talks with the two
principals, Dr Mark D.
Thompson and Dr Ross
Clifford, who also guided
the guests through the ex-
tensions of the two col-
leges.

“One can hardly imagine a
greater difference between
two training centres than
these two evangelical flag-
ships,” Thomas Schirrma-
cher said afterwards. This
large range is typically
Evangelical, he added.

“Moore” represents the classical theological education in old historical walls. Students
and lecturers live together on campus, biblical and dogmatic subjects are the focus. Most
graduates become Anglican pastors or missionaries.

“Morling” is quite different: the training takes place in modern buildings, takes up every
modern development like web-based teaching, combines theology with the various other
disciplines, and is flexibly tailored to the situation of a variety of students. Cooperation
with different partners is the order of the day. Some students live on campus, others in
the surrounding area, but others are spread all over Australia. Graduates go into a
variety of church and social services.

Guest lecture by Christine Schirrmacher at Morling College in Sydney © BQ/
Thomas Schirrmacher

https://www.ead.de/akref
http://www.worldevangelicals.org/pdf/TN-47-1-Jan-2018.pdf
http://www.iirf-d.de
http://www.sosworld.be/page-daccueil/
https://www.ead.de/akref


A joint platform for the
following Bonn organi-
zations on the basis of the
Evangelical Alliance:

Business Coalition of the World
Evangelical Alliance (Bonn,
Hamburg)

Commission for Religious
Freedom of the German and the
Austrian Evangelical Alliance
www.ead.de/akref

Culture and Science Publ. (VKW)
www.vkwonline.com

Department of Theological
Concerns of the World
Evangelical Alliance
www.worldevangelicals.org/
pdf/TN-47-1-Jan-2018.pdf

Giving Hands – International
Charity
www.gebende-haende.de

International Institute for Islamic
Studies (IIIS) of the World
Evangelical Alliance
www.islaminstitute.net

International Institute for Religious
Freedom (IIRF) of the World
Evangelical Alliance (International
Headquarter, EU-Office Brüssel)
www.iirf.eu

International Information Centre
for Religious Freedom Germany
e.V. (IIRF-D) (Tübingen)
www.iirf-d.de

Martin Bucer Seminary (Bonn,
Linz, Zürich, Prague, Tirana, São
Paulo, Helsinki, Istanbul, Delhi)
www.bucer.org

missiotop – Evangelical Forum for
Missions, Cultures and Religions
(German Evangelical Alliance)
www.missiotop.org

Office of Intrafaith and Interfaith
Relations of the World Evangelical
Alliance

Theological Commission of the
European Evangelical Alliance
www.europeanea.org

Theological Commission of
the World Evangelical Alliance
www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/

UN Bonn liaison for inter-religious
concerns of WEA

WEA Sustainability Center
www.wea-sc.org

World Evangelical Alliance –
Office Bonn

SOS World (Brussels)
www.sosworld.be/page-daccueil/

Bonner Querschnitte
Bonn Profiles – Press Reports

Bonner Querschnitte Bonn Profiles – Press Reports

Text & Technology:
Titus Vogt (ViSdP)
Vorderer Kamp 52a, D-25479 Ellerau
Phone: +49 4106 804806
Fax: +49 4106 804807
Email: Titus.Vogt@bucer.de

This text is licensed under the Creative Commons license (by-nc-sa). page 2

Ross Clifford guided the
guests through the con-
struction site of a new lec-
ture building of “Morling”. In
2004 Thomas Schirrma-
cher published Ross Clif-
ford’s doctoral thesis in his
publishing house as vol-
ume 5 of the series “Chris-
tian Philosophy Today”
(‘John Warwick Mont-
gomery’s Legal Apologet-
ics’. VKW: Bonn, 2004.
ISBN 978-3-938116-00-5).

Moore Theological College
was founded in 1856 and is
the theological training
seminary of the Diocese of
Sydney in the Anglican
Church of Australia. Since 1891 it is connected to the University of Sydney. The college
has a strong tradition of conservative evangelical theology with a strong emphasis on
biblical languages, the use of primary sources, and, critically, the importance of learning
in community. The college is one of the largest Anglican seminaries in the world, with
normally around 300 full-time students in its BDiv and BTh programs, which attract
students from all around
the world. Its evangelical
and reformed character
has been created and
maintained by the vast ma-
jority of the diocese’s
clergy being men and
women trained at Moore
College.

Morling College is a Baptist
theological college in Mac-
quarie Park, New South
Wales. It is an approved
teaching institution of the
Australian College of The-
ology and a registered
teaching institution of the
University of Sydney. It
was established in 1916,
and moved to its present

Ross Clifford explains to Thomas Schirrmacher the interior of the extension
to Morling College © BQ/Thomas Schirrmacher

Ross Clifford and Thomas Schirrmacher in the Rector’s office © BQ/Thomas
Schirrmacher
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location in 1961. In 1985 it was given its current name, in honour of Rev George Henry
Morling, who served as principal from 1921 to 1960.

Downloads and Links:

• Photo 1: Guest lecture by Christine Schirrmacher at Morling College in Sydney
© BQ/Thomas Schirrmacher

• Photo 2: Ross Clifford explains to Thomas Schirrmacher the interior of the
extension to Morling College © BQ/Thomas Schirrmacher

• Photo 3: Ross Clifford and Thomas Schirrmacher in the Rector’s office © BQ/
Thomas Schirrmacher

• Photo 4: Ross Clifford explains to Thomas Schirrmacher the building measures
of Morling College © BQ/Thomas Schirrmacher

• Photo 5: Guest lecture by Thomas Schirrmacher at Morling College in Sydney
© BQ/Thomas Schirrmacher

• Website of Moore Theological College: https://moore.edu.au

• Website of Morling College: https://www.morling.edu.au

• Wikipedia-entry on Moore Theological College: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Moore_Theological_College

• Wikipedia-entry on Morling College: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morling_College

• Wikipedia-entry on Ross Clifford: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ross_Clifford
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