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German Evangelical Alliance honours the
commitment of Prof. Dr. Thomas

Schirrmacher

(Bonn, 10.04.2024) The Evangelical Alliance in Germany (EAD) expressed its great
appreciation to Prof. Dr. Thomas Paul Schirrmacher for his many years of dedicated

service in many areas of the German and
World Evangelical Alliance (WEA) and is ex-
tremely grateful for his diverse and great com-
mitment over the past years in a national and
international context.

In particular, his involvement in various work-
ing groups and human rights projects within
the German, European and World Evangelical
Alliance — which has set up a central WEA of-
fice in Bonn under his leadership — as well as
his expertise in numerous academic papers
and publications on topics such as the perse-
cution of Christians, Islam, human rights and
current social issues are in demand and highly
regarded. Schirrmacher's commitment as
WEA Secretary General at various levels of re-
ligion, politics and global social cohesion as
well as his great passion for Christian unity and
peaceful coexistence with other religions was
outstanding, exemplary and trend-setting.

Schirrmacher is regarded as a leading expert
on the persecution of Christians; he has
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Thomas Paul Schirrmacher during his welcoming
address at the inauguration of the Chairman of the
Evangelical Alliance in Germany in 2017 © BQ

worked as an expert for the German Bundestag on several occasions and will also be
speaking in the Human Rights Committee in April. In 2015, Schirrmacher took part in
the Catholic Synod on the Family convened by Pope Francis and is also an advisor to
the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches.

Within the EAD, he was also involved in the Working Group for Religious Freedom —
Human Rights — Persecuted Christians (AKREF) from 2000-2020 as “Managing Direc-
tor” of AKREF. Since 1999, he has been the editor of the ‘Jahrbuch zur Christenverfol-
gung heute’ ['Yearbook on the persecution of Christians today’] and, since 2014, of the
two yearbooks ‘Jahrbuch fiir Religionsfreiheit’ ['Yearbook for Religious Freedom’] and
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A joint platform for the
following Bonn organizations
on the basis of the
Evangelical Alliance:

Business Coalition of the World
Evangelical Alliance (Bonn,
Hamburg)
business.worldea.org

Evangelical Missiology, Journal of
missiotop — Evangelical Forum for
Missions, Cultures and Religions
(German Evangelical Alliance)
missiotop.org

Evangelical Review of Theology
(New York, Bonn)
theology.worldea.org/evangelical-
review-of-theology

Giving Hands — International
Charity (Bonn)
gebende-haende.de

Global Theology Department of
the World Evangelical Alliance
worldea.org/what-we-do/global-
theology/

International Institute for Islamic
Studies (l1IS) (Bonn)
islaminstitute.net

International Institute for Religious
Freedom (lIRF) of the World
Evangelical Alliance (International
Headquarter, EU-Office Brissel)
iirf.eu

International Journal for Religious
Freedom (IJRF) (Bonn/Toronto)
journal.iirf.eu

Martin Bucer Seminary (Bonn,
Zirich, Tirana, Sao Paulo,
Helsinki, Istanbul, Delhi)
bucer.org

Office of Intrafaith and Interfaith
Relations of the World Evangelical
Alliance

SOS World (Brussels)
sosworld.be/page-daccueil

Theological Commission of the
European Evangelical Alliance
europeanea.org

Theological Commission of the
World Evangelical Alliance
worldevangelicals.org/tc/

Verlag fur Kulturund Wissenschaft
(VKW) (Culture and Science Publ.)
vkwonline.com

WEA Global Issues Series (Bonn,
Manila, New York)
global-issues-series.iirf.eu

WEA Sustainability Center
wea-sc.org

World Evangelical Alliance (WEA)

Yearbook on Religious Freedom
of the Commission for Religious
Freedom of the German and the
Austrian Evangelical Alliance
yearbooks.iirf.eu
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‘Jahrbuch Diskriminierung und Verfolgung von Christen’ ['Yearbook Discrimination and
Persecution of Christians’], of which the EAD is co-editor and which contribute to the
recognition and promotion of religious freedom in Germany and worldwide. He was also
a board member of the EAD’s Working Group for Missiology from 1985-2020 and its
chairman from 2011-2020 (now the “Evangelical Forum for Mission, Culture and Reli-
gion”). From 1990-2001 he was also spokesman for the Evangelical Alliance Bonn and
from 2000-2019 chairman of the Theological Commission of the European Evangelical
Alliance (EEA) (or “Hope for Europe” of the EEA).

Schirrmacher was hopeful that he could be treated well. In the future, he will therefore
by no means retire, but will once again be more active as President of the International
Institute for Religious Freedom (IIRF). He has held this position since 2021 and was
previously Director of the organisation. On the other hand, there are plans to expand a
centre for interreligious dialogue in Bonn, in which he will also be involved.

The German Evangelical Aliance recognised Thomas Schirrmacher’'s commitment over
the past few years, also within Germany for the EAD, and wishes him a continued good
recuperation and a full recovery of his health and looks forward to continuing to work
with him.

Downloads and Links:

e Photo: Thomas Paul Schirrmacher during his welcoming address at the inau-
guration of the Chairman of the Evangelical Alliance in Germany in 2017
©BQ

e BQ 784 ‘WEA Secretary General Thomas Paul Schirrmacher resigns due to
health’: https://www.bucer.de/ressource/details/bonner-querschnitte-072024-
ausgabe-784-eng.html

¢ BQ 667 ‘WEA International Council Appoints Dr Thomas Schirrmacher as
Next Secretary General/CEQ’: https://www.bucer.de/ressource/details/bonner-
querschnitte-492020-ausgabe-667-eng.html

¢ WEA statement on Schirrmacher’s resignation:
https://worldea.org/news/25935/wea-accepts-secretary-generals-resignation-
for-health-reasons/

e Website of the German Evangelical Alliance: https://www.ead.de
o  Website of Thomas Paul Schirrmacher: https://www.thomasschirrmacher.net/
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