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Significant increase in hate speech and hate
crimes against Protestant Christians in
Turkey

Association of Protestant Churches in Turkey publishes
annual human rights report

(Bonn, 10.07.2024) The Association of Protestant Churches in Turkey has presented
its annual “Human Rights — Violation Report” which now was published by the Inter-
national Institute for Religious Freedom
(IIRF).

Despite the fundamental guarantee of
religious freedom in the Turkish consti-
tution, there were still “significant
problems facing the Protestant church
community” in 2023. This does not
mean that there are no problems for
Turkey's other Christian communities,
such as the Orthodox and Catholic
communities. However, according to the
authors, they only have the relevant
expertise for the Protestant churches.
As of the end of 2023, 205 Protestant
congregations are known. The human
rights report is based on their experien-
ces.

i Reports

Association of Protestant Churches (Turkey)

2023 Human Rights - Violation Report

The report lists a whole series of
examples of “hate crimes and hate
speech, verbal and physical attacks”,
which have increased significantly in
number compared to the previous year.
To name a few examples: A pastor was
beaten by a person during a sermon to — according to him — “test how tolerant Christians
were”. Churches or buildings used by Christian communities were repeatedly attacked,
e. g. by smashing windows. Christians have been verbally threatened and intimidated
— simply because they are Christians. Even the staff of Christian churches who provided
concrete help in the earthquake regions, e. g. by distributing meals, were insulted as
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“specially trained employees”. Fortunately, however, the selfless efforts of many
Christians in disaster relief have been recognised and appreciated by both the victims
and the authorities.

As in previous years, a major human rights problem is the situation of foreign Christian
leaders or their spouses. Even though there has been a fundamentally positive shift
towards Turkish pastors as church leaders in recent years, there are still churches that
are led by foreign Christians, as there are simply not enough local leaders and the
number of churches is constantly increasing. Since 2019, as at the end of 2023, a total
of 113 people have been affected who have received a “code” and have therefore
already had to leave the country or would actually be obliged to leave the country as
they no longer have a valid residence permit. Including family members, this now affects
250 people! Quite a few of those affected have been given the code G-87, as this person
is a danger to public safety.

There is also such a case in the context of the Martin Bucer Seminary. Although the
family won a court case in 2023, the competent authority refuses to issue the residence
permit to which they are entitled, contrary to the court decision. The person in question
told BQ: “It feels like you're in an action film 24/7. You're constantly energised. You
could be stopped by the police at any time — and then you don't have a valid residence
permit.”

But there are also still unanswered questions in the areas of legal registration of
congregations, church buildings, training of pastors, religious education in schools and
others. The report also makes some recommendations in this regard.

The Association of Protestant Churches is the Evangelical Alliance of Turkey. It started
in 1989 with a meeting of church leaders as the “Representative Council”, which trans-
formed into the “Association of Protestant Churches” and finally became an official asso-
ciation on 23 January 2009.

Downloads and Links:

e 2023 Human Rights — Violation Report: https://iirf.global/publications/re-
ports/2023-human-rights-violation-report/
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