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As members of the Religious Liberty PartnershipPiRneeting in Virginia, USA, we appeal to
the worldwide churcho pray for the nation of Pakistan. We mourn the callous murder of
Federal Minister Shahbaz Bhatti last month andtf@slsentiment acutely because he was
scheduled to have been a keynote speaker to adudresenference. We specifically call on
Christian denominations, churches, and organissitiaridwide to take this appeal to their
members to pray for Pakistan in recognition thaiaweeone body united in Christ.

The RLP acknowledges:

The voices of leaders around the world represertiinigith communities who have
spoken out condemning the recent violence pergetiatPakistan by religious
extremists, including many Pakistani civil libeegd human rights organizations.

That the tragic murder of Federal Minister BhattiMarch 2, 2011, represented his
greatest sacrifice, in that he had previously dtate willingness to risk his life for his
uncompromising commitment to standing for the gbit minorities.

That upholding the ideals of the pluralistic foutida for the country first proclaimed by
Quaid-e-Azam Mohammed Ali Jinnah also cost thedif@unjab Governor Salman
Taseer, whose murder we grieve. We recognizeaigictioss to the nation of this public
servant. He paid the ultimate price for speakiregttuth, for criticising the blasphemy
laws and for stating his opinion that sufficientdmnce did not exist to uphold a
conviction in the blasphemy case of a Christiaredéént, Asia Bibi, thereby standing up
for the rights of a vulnerable mother of five cindd.

The Pakistani coalition government’s courageougstants condemning these acts of
senseless violence. We applaud the stance ofdereshsif Ali Zardari who declared
that, “We will not be intimidated nor will we retag” recalling that his wife, Benazir
Bhutto was also assassinated by extremists.

That Christians and other religious minorities wgikeen the right to vote in general
elections for any candidates and not just theemesd seats, first exercised in March
2008 which eliminated the separate elections foroniies.

That, under the current government and throughvibré of the late Shahbaz Bhatti, new
measures have been taken in the interest of raBgwinorities, including a five percent
job quota in government positions, four reservedssm the Senate, an annual Minorities
Day, prayer rooms for non-Muslims in prison andcaianal helpline linked to the
Ministry for Minorities.

That in June 2010 Pakistan ratified the U.N. Inaional Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, and we encourage the full implementati@nebf without any significant
reservation.
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That, after more than a decade of leading effortthb Organization of Islamic
Conference to pass “Defamation of Religions” resohs at United Nations, during the
March 2011 18 Session of the U.N. Human Rights Council, Pakisetraside this
agenda in favour of a resolution in line with imational law on freedom of religion and
freedom of expression.

That the Church in Pakistan has played a vital irolaterfaith dialogue and promotion
of peace between religious communities.

That the Church around the world and within Pakistacluding several Dioceses of the
Church of Pakistan, have generously given humaaitaelief, assistance to displaced
people, and practical aid to victims of recent redtaatastrophes in various parts of
Pakistan.

The historical role of churches in Pakistan in pdowg high quality education and health
care services, including church-administrated (gmeed to nationalized) schools and
the Cathedral school system.

The RLP raisesthe following concerns:

That Pakistan has become an epicentre of religrdakerance and religiously-motivated
violence in the region and beyond; and that hurgloédPakistani citizens have been
killed by acts of terrorism.

That institutional discrimination is embedded witlhe governing instruments which
overtly discriminate against non-Muslims and impaesrictions on religious practices
in the country; that a number of provisions witthe current Constitution of Pakistan,
the Hudood Ordinances, some provisions within thiid?an Penal Code (PPC), and
various legal and social structures overtly treat-Muslims as second class citizens.
That Christians and other minorities (including Admis) are also discriminated against
in virtually every aspect of life. They are vulable and subject to abuse by accusers in
civil and religious courts due to the discrimingtapplication of witness testimony and
no legal recourse for false accusations.

That 40-50 Pakistani citizens of all faiths areriatly charged with blasphemy every
year under Sections 295A, B and C of the PPC, ekiaapby the highly publicized
cases of Asia Bibi, convicted in November 2010; Magprayer leader, Mohammed
Shafi, and his son, convicted of blasphemy in Jan2@11; and Qamar David, a
Christian found dead in his prison cell after fixgars in jail.

The continuing impunity for those responsible foe ainti-Christian atrocities perpetrated
in the towns of Korian and Gojra in 20009.

That increasing numbers of Christians are beingeidto live in hiding or even flee
Pakistan as the situation deteriorates and thewetlds to the vulnerability of the
community.

The RLP callson the Pakistani authorities:

To establish a judicial inquiry into the murdersSéfahbaz Bhatti and Salman Taseer and
to release and publicize the resulting reportasseand publicize prior investigative
reports of anti-Christian violence, and follow-uyious Federal level requests to the
Punjab government for this information.
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In memory of the principles adhered to by the Raderal Minister, work towards
abolishing the blasphemy laws and, until they &@ished, to expeditiously pass and
implement measures to prevent the misuse of tlag® such as procedural and
evidential safeguards for the accused, consideratithe question of intent, penalties for
false accusations, as well as support and protefiicthose who defend or support
victims of blasphemy laws. To repeal all domekggislation and constitutional
provisions that discriminate against minorities] &mtake further measures to ensure the
equality of all Pakistanis.

To increase reserved seats for minorities withenNlational Assembly and Provincial
Assemblies equivalent to the increase in overallssi these Parliaments since 1947,
without decreasing the voting rights of minorities.

To return all of the nationalized educational itugions to their former church
administration, especially Murray College in Sid|k@ordon College in Rawalpindi, and
Edwardes College in Peshawar; to provide non-Mustuments with an option to study
their own faiths, rather than being forced to stisiigm.

To remove Pakistan’s reservations to the Unitedddatinternational Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (ICCPR) without delay;

To implement international standards of non-disoration based on race, religion, and
gender, found in Article 2 of the Universal Dectaya of Human Rights, the ICCPR, and
other U.N. instruments.

To implement the 18 Amendment passed by the National Assembly in 2@1ieh
provided a set aside of 5% employment for non-Mashvithin government jobs.

To engage in educational reform, with particulaou® on the elimination of
discrimination from schools, including madrassas mational curriculum text books; to
reform the education system so as to provide $teiged education to every child.

To encourage television and radio programmingphamotes tolerance and equality of
all minorities within the society.

TheRLP callson theinternational community:

To support the Government of Pakistan in fulfillitgghuman rights commitments under
international law and in the long-term fight agaitesrorism and extremist ideologies
within its borders;

To urge the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees @faigee resettlement parties to
recognize Christians endangered within Pakistaefagees and reduce the burden of
proof to demonstrate eligibility for refugee rekmstient. Pakistani minorities who have
fled to Sri Lanka, Malaysia, and other countrieskseg refugee status should have their
cases expeditiously reviewed without discrimination

To link military aid to Pakistan to the overall hamrights situation in Pakistan.

TheRLP callson the Christian and non-Christian Pakistani Diaspor a:

To make use of their own liberties in their new minies of residence to speak out with a
united voice on behalf of those who do not havedoen of religion.

To partner with lawyer associations and civil soc@ganizations In Pakistan seeking
justice, rule of law, and legal reform.
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The RLP callson the worldwide church:

To engage in jointly building the unity of the chhrmwithin Pakistan;

To encourage, participate in, and resource intbrtialogue;

To challenge and assist the church within Pakigiaoontinue providing excellent
education and health care services, motivatingieado teach and more educated
Pakistanis to take up education as a professioeltlgduilding mutual respect and
tolerance.

To unite in action, increase coordinated prayePakistan, finding a common ground to
pray and creative ways to carry out ministries.

To support media ministry and undertake leaderdbiglopment.

To approach public commentary and actions relabrigakistan with sensitivity, in
recognition of potentially negative impact on Ctiass in Pakistan.

The RLP commits;

To call for all of our constituencies, includingetPakistani Diaspora and the Church
worldwide, to pray for the Church in Pakistan aseieks to respond in a Christ-like
manner to religious liberty violations.

To bring the plight of the Pakistani people to oanstituencies and raise issues of justice
and equality to our own governmental authorities.

Members of the Religious Liberty Partnership (RLP):

Note: select web sitesarelisted for prayer resources and additional information; some members
have chosen not to be listed.)

Advocates International, USAvww.AdvocatesInternational.org

All India Christian Council, INDIAwww.ChristianCouncil.in
China Aid, USA: www.ChinaAid.org
Christian Solidarity Worldwide, HONG KONGvww.csw.org.hk

Christian Solidarity Worldwide, NIGERIAwww.cswng.org

Christian Solidarity Worldwide, UNITED KINGDOMwww.csw.org.uk
Danish European Mission, DENMARKyww.daneu.dk

Friends of the Martyred Church, FINLANDyww.martyredchurch.net

HMK, SWITZERLAND: www.hmk-aem.ch

HMK — Hilfe fur Verfolgte Christen, GERMANY www.verfolgte-christen.org

International Christian Concern, USAuww.persecution.org
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* International Institute for Religious Freedom, GERNY, SOUTH AFRICA, SRI
LANKA: www.iirf.eu

* Jubilee Campaign, USAvww.JubileeCampaign.org

* Law and Liberty Trust, USAhttp://lawandlibertytrust.org
» Light for the Peoples, SWEDENwvww.ljusioster.org

* Norwegian Mission to the East, NORWAYvww.nmio.no
* Middle East Concern, MIDDLE EASTwww.meconcern.org
* Open Doors International, THE NETHERLANDSmww.opendoors.org

» Open Doors, UK & IRELAND: www.opendoorsuk.org

» Open Doors, USAwww.opendoorsusa.org

» Release International, UNITED KINGDOMwyww.releaseinternational.org

* Rule of Law Institute, BULGARIAwww.ruleoflawinstitute.bg

» Seoul USA:http://seoulusa.org/

» Set My People Free, EGYPIttp://freedom2worship.org

* The Voice of the Martyrs, CANADAwww.persecution.net

» World Evangelical Alliance Religious Liberty Commisn, GLOBAL:
www.worldevangelicals.org/commissions/ric

The Religious Liberty Partnership (RLP) is a collediive effort of Christian organizations from amadu
the world focused on religious liberty. The RLRIs®to more intentionally work together in addnegsi
advocacy, assistance, and in raising the awarerfiesBgious persecution globally. Members of RigP
are substantially involved (time, personnel, arsbueces) with ministry to persecuted Christiangand
on religious liberty issues in whatever context atrdtegy. For more information on the Pakistan
Statement or on the Religious Liberty Partnerstimtact Brian O’'Connell, RLP Facilitator at:
Brian@REACTServices.com; +1 425-218-4718.
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